
L eRoy Mueller, M.D., has practiced at 
Hendricks Hospital for 43 years, caring for the 
community and building strong relationships 

with people in southwest Minnesota. On December 
31, 2006, Dr. Mueller retired from Hendricks 
Hospital and said he looks forward to volunteering, 
traveling, gardening, golfing, hunting, fishing, and 
going to ball games. 

Raised in Belle Plain, Minn., Dr. Mueller attended 
the University of Minnesota Medical School and 
completed his internship at Bethesda Lutheran 
Hospital. On July 15, 1963, he started his medical 
practice at Hendricks Hospital.

Dr. Mueller joined C. O. Thompson, M.D., to begin 
his practice at Hendricks Hospital. Dr. Thompson served as his mentor and taught him 
much about surgery and hospital medicine. After Dr. Thompson’s retirement in 1983, Dr. 
Mueller was the only doctor in the area for four years.

A Special Honor
In April 2000, Dr. Mueller was selected Family Physician of the Year by the Minnesota 

Academy of Family Physicians. This award honors a family physician for providing 
compassionate, comprehensive, and caring medical services; involvement in community 
affairs; and serving as a role model to his community, healthcare professionals, family 
practices, residents, and medical students.

“As I look back over the years of service to the community as a medical doctor, I 
wouldn’t have done anything differently,” Dr. Mueller says. “I had excellent help in the 
clinic over the years. I’m proud to have been part of an excellent local hospital and to have 
helped patients who were loyal to me.”

A Fond Farewell
Dr. Mueller and his wife, Gloria, have four adult children and nine grandchildren. Their 

oldest son, Brian, is a research chemist in Middletown, Del.; Lisa is an oncology nurse in 
Santa Rosa, Calif.; Bart teaches chemistry and is a track coach in Newton, Iowa; and Laura 
sells Japanese art in New York City.

Dr. Mueller says leaving the medical staff was not an easy decision, but he carries many 
memories with him.

“I appreciate all of the kind words expressed to me these last few months,” he says.
“It makes me feel blessed to live in a community like this.”
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Thank You,
Dr. Mueller

Hendricks Hospital 
patients and medical staff 
share their stories of working 
with LeRoy Mueller, M.D., 
who recently retired from 
Hendricks Hospital.

“He is a great mentor and is 
very kind and compassionate 
towards his patients.”
—Tabb McCluskey, D.O. at 
Hendricks Hospital

“Throughout my career, 
I have worked with several 
senior physicians. Dr. Mueller 
is someone to look up to 
and pattern myself after. I am 
very privileged to call him my 
friend.”—Terry Parr, M.D. at 
Hendricks Hospital

“When a stormy night 
kept us from coming to the 
hospital while I was in labor, 
Dr. Mueller came to my home 
in the middle of the night 
to monitor my progress. He 
is just a wonderful, caring 
physician.”—Sharon Johnson, 
Hendricks Hospital patient

“In the medical industry, it 
makes a difference who you 
work with, and Dr. Mueller is 
an incredibly kind man.”
—Arlene Knutson medication 
aide of 25 years
with Dr. Mueller.

CELEBRATING 
43 Years of Service

E. Tim Bakalakos, M.D., Surgeon
Dr. Grace Berry, Audiologist
Carol Pitts, M.S., R.D., Dietitian
Brenda Buus, Physical Therapist
Robert Crank, M.D., Radiologist
Michael DeBrule, D.P.M., Podiatrist
Rolland C. Digre, D.D.S., Dentist
David Elson, M.D., Oncologist
C. Thomas Gaeckle, M.D., Cardiologist
Maria Petersen, Occupational Therapist
Jim Horgan, Psychologist 

Jody Oetken, Speech Therapy 
Kenneth Knudtson, M.D., Ophthalmologist
Brian Knutson, M.D., Dermatologist 
Anthony Nwakama, M.D., Orthopedic Surgeon 
Marcos H. Pinto, M.D., Urologist 
Kenneth Rogotzke, D.O., Ear, Nose, and Throat 
Teresa Bohlmeyer, M.D., Pathologist 
Matthew Sorrell, M.D., Surgeon 
Infectious Disease Specialist
Nephrology Specialist
Pulmonology Specialist

Cardiac Clinic, Physical Therapy, Ultrasound, Dietary Counseling, CT Scans, MRI, Occupational Therapy, Long-Term Care, 
Consulting Specialists, Pulmonary Rehabilitation, Speech Therapy, Diabetic Education, Geriatric Assessments, Chemotherapy, 
24-hour Emergency Room, Podiatry, Nuclear Medicine, Mammography, Emergency Auto Dialers, Laparoscopic Surgery, Respite 
Care, Optometry, Mental Health, Home Health, Adult Daycare, Cardiac Rehabilitation, Ambulance Service, Hospice, Obstetrics/
Gynecology, General Surgery, Orthopedic Specialists, Audiology, Medical Transportation, HomMed, Dermatology, Sleep Studies

Debra Browning, C.F.N.P. 
Jo Gibson, C.F.N.P. 
Tabb McCluskey, D.O. 
Terry Parr, M.D. 

Specialists/Consultants

physicians
and services
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Your donations make a difference. For information on how you can donate to Hendricks Hospital, please call (507) 275-3134. 
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horizons
Hendricks Nursing 
Home Donations
In Memory of Dr. C. O. 
Thompson
Thomas & Marilyn Hilleslaud
Allen & Pearl Johnson
Avis Nornes
Family & friends of C.O.
In Memory of Gina Trooien
Beverly Olson
Kenneth & Marcy 
Sommervold
Duane & Julie Hogie
Allen & Pearl Johnson
In Memory of Clara Schultz
Family & friends of Clara
In Memory of Calvin 
Mickelson
Ila & Marlene Nelson
Evelyn Iverson
In Memory of Thelma 
Thoreson
Kenneth & Marcy 
Sommervold
In Memory of Kenneth 
Knuton
Lyle & Kristine Skorseth
In Memory of Vernon 
Christensen
Kenneth & Marcy 
Sommervold
Irene Engesmoe
Chester & Opal Benson
In Memory of Judy Stegner
Robbie & Betty Johnson
In Memory of Rachael 
Longman
Darreyl & Lidia Lovre

Hendricks Hospital/
Home Health 
Donations
In Memory of Dr. C.O. 
Thompson
Family & friends of C.O.
In Memory of Eveline 
Martinson
Duane & Julie Hogie
In Memory of Kenneth 
Knutson
Don & Sheila Engelstad
Ambulance Fund Donations
In Memory of Dr. C. O. 
Thompson
Kevin & Lori Olson
Gwen Clausen
Russ & Linda Pitzl

Activity Fund/Golf 
Cart/Patio Fund 
Donations
In Memory of Dr. C.O. 
Thompson
Family & friends of C.O.
In Memory of Perwin 
Knutson
Barb Milton

Hendricks Memorial 
Healthcare Foundation 
Memorials and 
Donations
Contributors to the 
Educational Healthcare 
Loan Program:
Eldon & Karen Hogie
Donald Prosch
Kenneth Hartleys
George & Mavis Coners
Harvey & Muriel Koopman
Mel & Susan Lehmann

Dan Vandenberghe
Robert & Lorie Michaels
Donald & LeAnn Juenemann
Robert & Janice Rosenthal
Charles & Rhonda Johnson
Donald & Beverly Kruse
Gailard Gilberston
Roger Wayne Hexem
Nancy Sandro
Siverson’s Pharmacy
RSM McGladrey & Pullen
Orville Skorseth
In Memory of Calvin 
Mickelson
Dale & Clarice Artz
Craig & Sandy Johnson
Bevelyn Olson
Muriel Dorn
Brad & Lynn Olson
Dr. LeRoy & Gloria Mueller
Orlan Sandro
Burt & Joan Pederson
In Memory of Janyce Schmitt
First Security Bank
Ted & Lillian Folkerts
Rae Christianson
Alvin Schmitt
In Memory of Gina Trooien
Esther Dawson
In Memory of Sybil Stanley
Burt & Joan Pederson
In Memory of Maurice 
Thompson
Allen & LaVonne Dumke
Dale & Clarice Artz
In Memory of Thelma 
Thoreson
First Security Bank
Inez Olsen
Archie & Betty Buseth
Darold Laabs

Eldon & Jean Lovro
In Honor of Annice Hagen
Jason & Sarah Kruger
In Memory of Lila Coy
Paul & Gwendolyn Ness
In Memory of Vernon 
Christensen
Dale & Clarice Artz
Jane Reinertson
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Kluess
In Memory of Judy Stegner
First Security Bank
Evangeline Axelsen
Muriel Dorn
James & Debra Browning
Burt & Joan Pederson
Virginia Sagmoe
Orlan Sandro
In Memory of Kermith & 
Florence Johnson
LaVon Johnson
In Memory of Rachael 
Longman
Darreyl & Lidia Lovre
In Memory of Joel Johnson
Milton Johnson
In Memory of Darwin 
Hindbjorgen
Milton Johnson
First Security Bank
James & Debra Browning
Wlliam & Pamela Ochoki
Evangeline Axelsen
In Memory of Ray Steffes
Burt & Joan Pederson
In Memory of Laurel Dombek
Dr. LeRoy & Gloria Mueller
In Memory of Harvey 
Morseth
First Security Bank

Back Row: (l to r) Jessica Bauman, R.N.; Beth Bor tnem, R.N.; Sara Fedeler, 
SDSU nursing student; and Lindy Stell ing, SDSU nursing student 
Front Row: (l to r) Alaina Kulesa, SDSU nursing students; Tammy Crofutt, R.N.; 
and Kayla Goehring, SDSU nursing student



Hendricks Community Hospital 
Association is excited to announce 
Todd McCluskey, D.O., and 

Donna McCluskey, D.O., have committed 
to provide family practice services in 
Hendricks. The doctor duo, who are 
married and are the brother and sister-in-
law to Tabb McCluskey, D.O., plan to join 
the Hendricks Clinic in May 2007.

Both Dr. Todd and Dr. Donna graduated 
from Kirksville College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in Kirksville, Mo., and received 
their Doctor of Osteopathy degrees in 1985. 
They fi rst practiced in Owensville, Mo., 
for 14 years. The doctors currently own 
and operate the Family Health Clinic of 
the Southern Hills in Hot Springs, S. Dak., 
where they have been for six years.

Dr. Todd has already started his 
transition to Hendricks and has been 
providing routine coverage for the 
Hendricks Clinic when needed. During 
a recent trip to his new home, Dr. Todd 
stated both he and Donna are excited to 
relocate to the Hendricks and Ivanhoe 
area and are looking forward to serving 
both communities.

We welcome Drs. Todd and Donna 
McCluskey and look forward to their many 
years of service to the community. For more 
information, please call (507) 275-3134.

Two Additions to
Our Physician Team

Dear Friends,
Over the last 87 years, the Hendricks Community Hospital 

Association has benefited from devoted physicians who have 
maintained clinics in our communities. Their commitment and loyalty has 
been the cornerstone of our healthcare facility.

In 1920, Dr. Louis Nelson opened his practice and established a thriving clinic. 
His presence enabled the building of our fi rst hospital in April 1926. Tragically, 
Dr. Nelson was killed in a car accident in 1928. Dr. P. E. Hermanson joined us in 
1929 and operated his medical practice until 1963. With the growth of our facility 
came the need for an additional physician. In 1937, Dr. C.O. Thompson began 
practicing alongside Dr. Hermanson. Dr. Thompson cared for our community 

until he retired in 1981. In 1963, Dr. LeRoy Mueller made Hendricks his home 
and started his medical practice until his retirement just last year. Dr. Tabb 

McCluskey joined Dr. Mueller in 1987, ending an almost fi ve-year period 
of Dr. Mueller being the only physician in our community. Dr. McCluskey 
will celebrate 20 years of practicing medicine in Hendricks this year.

The longevity of our physicians has contributed greatly to 
the success of the Hendricks Community Hospital Association. 
Because of this dedication, our customers have developed life-long 
trusting relationships with our medical providers. 

Our future continues to look bright. The Hendricks Clinic currently 
has three outstanding providers in Dr. McCluskey, Dr. Terrence Parr, 

and Deb Browning, C.F.N.P. Our clinic in White, S. Dak., has an excellent 
provider in Jo Gibson, C.F.N.P. We are also excited to welcome the addition 

of Drs. Todd and Donna McCluskey to the Hendricks Clinic.

The Hendricks Community Hospital Association is proud of its rich history, 
and together we look forward to providing Hendricks and all of the surrounding 
communities health care they can count on, delivered by physicians they know 
and trust.

Sincerely,

HCHA 

Chief Executive Officer

In memory of longtime Hendricks Hospital physician C.O. Thompson, M.D., who 
worked at Hendricks Hospital for 43 years and passed away last December, a 
full-sized bronze sculpture will be placed at Hendricks Hospital. 

The sculpture will be created by Lee Leuning who is Dr. Thompson and his wife 
Lillian’s nephew. Lee, who owns Bad River Artworks in Aberdeen, S. Dak., also sculpted 
the South Dakota Vietnam War Memorial. The sculpture, will depict Dr. Thompson as 
the caring family physician the community came to know, featuring him wearing a cloak 

and stethoscope and carrying a physician’s bag. His 
likeness will be accompanied by a four-year-old girl 
carrying a Raggedy Ann doll. 

While the location of the sculpture has not been 
decided, it is expected to be completed in about
10 months.

“The concept is that he has a heart,” Lee says. “The idea 
is to lighten the mood as people approach the hospital and 
to remind them that there is compassion inside.”

H E N D R I C K S  H O S P I T A L

Remembering Dr. Thompson

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  D O N O R S

Hendricks Hospital 
relies on our 
donors who 

make the hospital a 
better place through their 
contributions. We would like 
to acknowledge the following 
donors for their support.

Hospice Donations
In Memory of L. Cheryl Kelly
Sonja Schnakel
Gloria Jean Ross
Richard & Jean Nutzman
Charles & Joan Miller
Geraldine Ratcliff
Luther & Alice Wagner
Michael & Amy Faris
Norman & Connie Tieszen
Timothy & Tamara Wilka
Diane E. Andresen
Deb Hilmoe-Jurgens & Wes 
Jurgens
Merlin & Judith Kock
Dennis & D’one Riswold
Kristin LeGrand
Daniel & Debra Wilka
Elaine B. Steinborn
James & Lois Jucht
Donald & Judith Thompson
David & Janice Poppen
D.B. & Barbara Hanlon
Kent & Patty Mulder
George & Judith Regan
Troy & Shannon Rasmussen
Donald & Tracey Paulson
Paul & Karen Dobbs
Jerome & Barbara Viereck
Rosemary Moser
Dorothy Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Cletus Scholten
Scott & Maureen Benson
HJN Team Real Estate 
Marion & Less
Chuck & Linda Andersen
Kenneth & Patty Buseth
Michael Kelly 

In Memory of Clinton 
Bortnem
Family & friends of Clinton
In Memory of Dr. C.O. 
Thompson
Neal & Jan Nelson
Stanley Jr. & Marie Gorecki
Phil & Karen Leuning
Kenneth & Patty Buseth
Coralie Overby
Virginia Erickson
Helen L. Olson
Bernice Kurth
Don & MarLien Bartz
Family & friends of C.O.
In Memory of David Cole
Lois Cole
In Memory of Gina Trooien
Neal & Jan Nelson
Singsaas Lutheran Church
In Memory of Clara Schultz
Althea Digre
Kenneth & Lois Johnson
Kenneth & Patty Buseth
Coralie Overby
Gail Johnson
Gary & Karen Zylstra
Larry & Susan Mitzner
Virginia Erickson
Charles & Lori Obler
LaDonna Rathje
Ron & Bev Gillund
Archie & Betty Buseth
Vilas & Darlene TerMeer
Christopher Domeier
Joann Midtaune
Jim & Jeannie Ness
Gail Kvernmo
Bernice Kurth
Norma Olson
Silverson’s Pharmacy
Family & friends of Clara
In Memory of Calvin 
Mickelson
Myron & Loretta Hanson
Bob & Leona Moen
Judy Ronning
Vincent & Eloise Sik
Bernice Kuth

Virginia Erickson
In Memory of Perwin 
Knutson
Neal & Jan Nelson
In Memory of Juella Finn
Irene P. Johnson
Willert Finn
Rodney Finn
In Memory of Janyce Scmitt
Irene P. Johnson
Milton Johnson
In Memory of
Sylvia Otterdahl
Helen Hinderaker
Emery Hogie
Duane & Julie Hogie
In Memory of Sybil Stanley
Don & Joyce Gillund
David & Gaylyne Olson
Luke & Amy Nibbe
Phil & Nona Krier
Rusty & Barb Nelson
Gerry & Roberta Willert
Rodney & Kathy Pederson
Lois Olson
Hendricks/Ivanhoe Employee 
Union
Danny & Joanne Christianson
Ron & Judy Rybinski & family
Vilas & Darlene TerMeer
Kenneth & Lois Johnson
David & Sharon Peterson
Scott & Dawn Popowski & 
family
Archie & Connie Citterman 
& family
Phyllis Leuning
Bruce & Julie Nelson
Mike & Sharon Evert & family
Ron & Bev Gillund
In Memory of Stella 
Randolph
Dale & Clarice Artz
Bernice Kurth
Vincent & Eloise Silk
Arloine Scotting
Kevin Scotting

In Memory of Maurice 
Thompson
Irene P. Johnson
In Memory of Richard 
Thelen
Family & friends of Richard
Helen Olson
In Memory of Thelma 
Thoreson
Kenneth & Patty Buseth
Duane & Julie Hogie
Adeline Midtaune
In Memory of Clem Weber
Steve & Sheri Olson
In Memory of Kenneth 
Knutson
Lois Cole
In Memory of Elton Anson
Mary Anson
Welter Funeral Home
In Memory of Frances 
Ratajczak
Clara Sik
In Memory of Dorothy Mikel
Duane & Julie Hogie
Emery Hogie
In Memory of Cecelia 
VanOverbeke
Duane & Julie Hogie
Ron & Bev Gillund
Don & Joyce Gillund
In Memory of Judy Stegner
Myron & Loretta Hanson
Roger Ningen
Robert & Thelma Larsen
Virginia Erickson
Randy Erickson
Bernice Kurth
Vincent & Eloise Sik
In Memory of Vernon 
Christensen
Sylvester & Leona Moen
Gift from Christ Lutheran 
WELCA
Gift from Singsaas WELCA
Gift from Pioneer Lutheran
Gift from Christ Lutheran 
Gift from Univesity of
South Dakota

Thanks for the Memories
Good Shepherd Hospice would like 
to give a big thank you to everyone 
who participated in last year’s hospice 
fundraisers. The Tour of Homes and 
Tour of Tables have become incredible 
successes due to the ongoing dedication 
and commitment of our community. 
A special thanks to the hardworking 
hospice volunteers. It is a privilege to 
work with such a great group. 

If anyone is interested in joining our 
hospice volunteer “team,” please call 
Gwen Meyer or Kathy Weber, R.N., at  
(507) 275-2210.

Circle of Life Room
With the monies raised from the 

Tour of Homes in November, Good 
Shepherd Hospice volunteers are 
moving forward with furnishing and 
decorating the “Circle of Life” room 
at Hendricks Hospital. The room will 
provide patients with a comfortable, 
home-like environment.

Resource Library
The Good Shepherd Hospice Resource 

Library is taking shape in the Hendricks 
Community Hospital conference room. 
Books for adults and children are 
available via an honor check-out system. 

Massage Therapy
Service Expansion

Good Shepherd Hospice 
implemented massage therapy services 
for hospice patients and caregivers in 
December 2006. With the resources of 
Kelli Bauman, massage therapist on 
staff at Hendricks Hospital, outpatient 
massage therapy is now available
to the community.

Know someone who would benefi t?
Call Hendricks Hospital at
(507) 275-3134 for more information
or to schedule an appointment.

Good Shepherd
Hospice Updates

Hendricks Hospital welcomes Todd 
McCluskey, D.O., and his wife Donna 
McCluskey, D.O. to the medical staff.

Leann, Emma, and Eric Pitzi 
par ticipate in the Good Shepherd 
Hospice Tour of Homes.


